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-+ WASHINGTON, D.C.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Panl H, O"Neill ] )
SUBJECT:  Glbal Climate Coaage . » |

Further to om- dxscusqion of global climate chme, this is whatT bx.hcve you
shou!d do. v oo

" Set up a briefing To hear from the experts on the substance of the subject
and to review the evolution of 17, S pahcyin International trenty
development.

. (Use this occosion as & photo oppormmty to footnote the carefil and
deliberate considmnnn of the crea‘aon of yonr pohcy on cln:natc change )

On the substance, you should know that jf the Kyoto treaty were f\llly ‘
implemented os agreed, t would push out the stmospheric accumulstion .
i ‘ - of greenhouse gages by cleven years. In other words, the currc.ntly
projected accurouletion for 2050 would occur in 2061. (Thisis a trivial
impact if the pmblem is real. | AS you kmow, 1 think thir could be 2 very
big preblcrn .} Forthe U.S,, fitll implementation of Kyste wonld mean

reduc!ng our energy consmnpuon from jts projacfcd level by moare th:m
30% in the 2008-2012 tme penod :

The 1enson fm'thelusu impnct oun the U.S. nnd the small impact on
greettheuse gases is the lack of dev:lmpmg country inclusion in the
coverage of the Kypto treaty. '

The limited, mpact of Kyoto on zreenhmxsc gas concentrations is

understood by the analytic peaple in the environmental orgenizations but.
thay suppon Kyoto anywey, believing it to be “the nose under the tent”
tnd “the only game intown" P




~ Afew days after your bneﬁna. aonounce the t‘mmahon ofagrovptodo -
the fellnwmg: Lo .

A, l‘reparc a docurment, for broad pubhc use, that spells out the
' sclentific facts that we know for eertain tegarding greenhouse gas
concentrations, how they have changed over fie and the inkage
between such gsses and plobal climate change. This document

should also Include pro E: jections of greenhouse Bad accnmulnﬁom,
associated chinges [n global climate and ‘

drive the changes, e.g., encrgy intensity of dwalopmgconnmet,
the one hundred year “half-life” of greenhouse gases, otc.

B, To develop 8 process for ncbxeving a consensus on the tnrgcte&s
‘ lixait of gremhnuae gas _o_eamm_c_ng ‘

. 42, . -(Only when we have this numbar is it possible to faahwn asetof.
- -aworld nlerventions and actions thnt make economic and
enwranmm talBemse,) -
“C, - To dcveln]: a comprehcmwc catalog ofmformmon that describes
.~ ‘where greenhouse puses are coming from; by geography, by
e:nergy source, by all other sources, (valeanic activity, animals,
p:ptlmc Jonkapes, etcy).

D, To develap a compreh<nsive camlug of possible actions, including
' - ‘scietitific work abd technnlogicil innovations, Each itam in this
. catalog should ipclude an assessment of the cost o pursue, the

' red\micn of conc:mranons and the pmbnb!lixy of succcss
(Some of the work m'LA—D wﬂ] be crigoing, but you shovld nsk

- for a first report 8o that you cen vse it 2sa busis for a. apecch on
Earth Day.) -

E. Prepareun ann!ym of the avn!.!abla process opn ons for smending
or-replacing the Kyoto treaty along with recornmendations ns io
“how Lest 10 engage the world community in 4 re-consideration and
replecement of the neaty Wwith a plan that is xrouzded in science-
end aimed at rcduumg mm.mu-ancm raﬂ:er than emissions.

‘v bstimeted tme to complehon af the work, the value to be gained in - " o
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HopeAdly, the major work needed to stake out the U.S, position can be
completed in time for the continuing Kyoto treety talks scheduled for this
sumner, ' ‘

How to Get Stayted

~ Asisthe case jn the energy issue, there are meny departments and agencies which
need to be engaged by this process. You asked the Vice President to chair the epergy
. &oup because of the croes-cutling nature of the problem. Since energy and the
enyironmont are in muny ways the same problem you might consider adding the global
cliznate change issue to the charge of the energy committee. If you did so, it would be the
*7 furst time In oy memory thet a Presidant would have said these subjects must be
considered together, V ‘ L

. /

- Aside fiom the organizational assignment problem, I wanted to give you my
vicws on outside peopls-who could be heipfil as the pdministratian works on these
3 )'- ::'-"4 : . N . ‘ . = : . ) » e " o . -

NS Ceriess - , . ‘
Gearge $hultz is the best convenor of experts, déveloper of palicy positions 1

- development stages, be is the best.

- haveever known. If you wanl 8 respected outside person to lead this.work through the o

echnica) expert || Mergill, President of the Heinz Center for Science,
Ecopomics and the Environment is ong of the moet balanced, unbiased envirapmental
scientists T know. He conld lead the briefing that is suggested fn jtern 1, (You may know
bim. He was the President of Texas ARM.)

is ulsd broadly respected by hiepeers. *° . . -

N V" :‘fl""' . N | e e L
Jered Cohey is the Presient of Carnegie Mellon University; 2150 an

enviroumental scfentist. " R I . :

There are many other Individuals, cutside the government, who wonld help if
esked. . | L , .,

ineris sy czmromnr.ﬁml sclentist ot the Envitoimaental Defeiise -

l-_-f M-"" )

e g0

Ve'u
-




