The tools of war

The air attacks began with an opening salvo of cruise missiles and
continued with raids by heovy bombers and carrier-launchaed

Sighters, The first might's strikes, although the heaviest so far, were
modest compored with the opening howrs of the Persian Gulf War,

Pilotless aireraft called drones,
carrying soplisticated cameras and
radar, scouted out targets and
asgeased damage after the ralds,
Operators controlled the drones
from bases hundreds of miles away.

Predator
Slow-fhing drone
that carries a rada
systam ahle to sea
objects as small as
| 4 inches across
fram 15 miles away

Gnat

Smadl drone that can
stay aloft for up to 48
hours, equipped with
high-resolution radar

Elobal Hawk
Able 1o stay
aloft af
60,000 Test
far 24 hours,
it may see its
first combat
use during
this conflict

FIRST WAVE

Launched from ships and
submarines hundreds of miles away
in the attacks, Tomahawks evade
radar by aldmming low, powered by
a small jet engine. Satellite guidance
enables the misaile to slam (s 1,000~
pound warhead into a target with
pinpolnt aceuracy.

WEAPONS

In the main attack, planes released
a combination of *dumb” bombs,
“smart” satellite- and laser-guided
bombs, and air-to-ground missiles.

doint Direct Attack Munition (JOAA)
A gusdance kit attachead to an ordinary
1.000- or 2 000-pownd gravity bomb
convarts it into a satallite-guided
smart bomb,

Juoint Standoff Weapon (SN}
This satelite-guided
air-1o-grouwnd missila
flies up [
o 45
mibkes o a :
target after balng
dropped Trom

an aisplane.

Standoff Land
Attack Missile [SLAM)

Redeased from an alrplane, this jet-
powerad cruise missile skims ovar
the terrain to a target that can be more
than 150 miles away.

GBU-12 laser-guided bomb
This bomb homsas in an its {angat

following a Igser almed by an
girman or soldéer.
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MK-82 bomb
A 500-pound gravity bomb

The attacking planes flew at high altitudes
to avoid antiaircraft fire and, in mamy cases,
required midair refneling to reach their

targets and return.
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B-2
The Stealth bombers flew
nonstop from Whiteman

Air Force Base in Missour
in drop satallite-guided

bombs, then landed on the
island of Diego Garciz in
the Indian Dcean.

B-1EB
These supersonic
heavy bombers
fiew from Diego
Garcia and dropped
satedite-guided and
dsmir bombs.

FiA-18
Carrier-based

fiphtar-bambers

dropped laser-
guided bombs
and launched

milssilas.

g

guided and dumb
bambs,

F-14 .
Carrioe-based fightar-
bombers dropped

laser-guided bombs.

The decades-ald beavy
bombers flew from Diego
Garcia o drop satellibe-

After the first round of attacks,
several kinds of aircraft were
poised to drop humanitarian
aid and wage peychologizal
warfare.

c-17
The cango jets flesy from
Ramstein Alr Base in
Garmany 1o drop tens
of thousands of food
packets 1o refugess.

EC-130
Thesa
elegironlcg=-
laden craft are
capabla of  ©
making radio
broadeasts inlo
Afghanistan.




