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Hot Issues 

Continued Criticism of Guantanamo:  Global media continue to focus on the weekend’s detainee suicides at Guantanamo, with editorials calling for its closure in the strongest language yet.  Coverage highlights State Spokesman McCormack’s expression of concern and details the US commitment to review procedures to prevent a recurrence.  Colombia’s El Tiempo complains that: “The US reacts to a horrible event like the triple suicide with such cynical treatment.”  European outlets say the EU President will press the issue at the upcoming US-EU Summit in Vienna.  Spain’s La Razon runs an op-ed comparing Guantanamo to Auschwitz, and The Independent calls the facility “a travesty of everything a democracy should be.”  Wire stories report on next weekend’s Red Cross inspection in the context of Amnesty International’s call for an independent investigation into the suicides.  Egypt’s Gumhouriyya bitterly attacks conditions at the prison and calls for compensation to be paid to detainees.  
Message:  
· “We have serious concern anytime anybody takes their own life.”

· “What happened over the weekend at Guantanamo is being fully investigated by the Department of Defense.  And the State Department has reached out to Saudi Arabia and Yemen.”

· “We do have a process whereby we work with other governments to return their nationals to them…We have to assure ourselves that these people will not be mistreated.  And we also have to assure ourselves that they're not going to go in the front door of the jail and out the back because that would defeat the purpose.”

· “There is a formal judicial process that is ongoing at Guantanamo now.  The [US] federal courts are involved in that process and the Supreme Court has a case before it now which will influence how and at what pace that process moves forward.”  (State Spokesman McCormack)

Camp David Iraq Consultations:   President Bush’s first-day comments played widely on pan-Arab TV against the backdrop of continued violence in Iraq.  Both Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya showed the President telling the Iraqis that America “stands with you.”  Station announcers also note the President saying that Zarqawi’s replacement is on the “wanted list.”  The context of the Iraq coverage is six bombings resulting in “tens” of dead and injured, 14 bodies found with signs of torture and shot in the head, and other security-related incidents.   Elsewhere in the world, media provide straight news coverage about the “veritable war council.”

Message:  
· “The message to the Iraqi Government is that we stand with you, that what you're doing is important; that democracy in Iraq is not only important to the 12 million people that went to the polls and their families, but democracy in Iraq is important in the war on terror.”

· “Whatever we do will be based upon the conditions on the ground.  And whatever we do will be toward a strategy of victory.  And so this is a process of understanding the Iraqi capabilities and what we need to do to help them achieve victory.”

· “The best way to win this war against an insurgency is to stand up a unity government which is capable of defending itself, but also providing tangible benefits to the people.”

· “The Iraqis have got some wonderful assets:  They've got energy, which they can use to benefit their people; they're entrepreneurial; they've got a stable currency; they've got a small business sector that's growing.”  

· “The enemy doesn't stand for anything.  They have no message of hope.  They have no positive philosophy.  All they can do is kill and hope that the government splits up, or that the American people lose their will.”   (President Bush)
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