Visits of British Monarchs to the White House

1991: Queen Elizabeth II visits President George H.W. Bush

· President Bush welcomed Queen Elizabeth II in an elaborate ceremony that included a fife-and-drum corps parade on the south lawn. 
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In the Rose Garden, Queen Elizabeth II presented the Winston Churchill Award to President Bush “in recognition of the leadership you have showed to the world in recent months” in planning and executing the first Gulf War campaign. 

· On a lighter note, the queen gave the president a personal gift: a set of four, silver-plated horseshoes, engraved “E II R” 

1976: Queen Elizabeth II visits President Gerald Ford
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Queen Elizabeth’s visit was in honor of the bicentennial of the American Revolution. 

· With lilies and greenery bedecking the pavilion erected in the Rose Garden for the state dinner, President Ford toasted the queen: “Your Majesty. . . I take the greatest of pleasure in extending the hospitality of the United States to you.” 

1957: Queen Elizabeth II visits President Dwight D. Eisenhower

· Of his royal guests’ hectic, historic, and cordial 4-day stay at the White House in October 1957, President Eisenhower recalled, “This was one ceremonial visit that we were sorry to see end.” 

· Queen Elizabeth stayed in what was then called the Rose Guest Room, named the Queens’ Bedroom in the 1960s to honor the stays of its many royal guests. 

1951: Princess Elizabeth visits President Harry S. Truman
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While the White House underwent a major interior reconstruction, the Trumans lived across the street in Blair House.  In 1951, young Princess Elizabeth and her husband Prince Philip spent several days with the Trumans. 

· On behalf of her father, King George VI, Princess Elizabeth gave a late-seventeenth-century English overmantel glass with a still-life painting to President Truman. The mirror the queen presented to President Truman today hangs in the Queens’ Bedroom. 

1939: King George VI and Queen Elizabeth visit President Franklin D. Roosevelt

· The first visit of a reigning British monarch to the United States was that of King George VI in 1939.  Invited by President Roosevelt during the tense months leading to the outbreak of World War II, the royal tour by the king and his wife, Queen Elizabeth, was a triumph that kindled a special friendship between the British and American peoples. 

· The royals were met at Washington’s Union Station by the president and escorted to the White House as an estimated half-million people cheered them. 

· One of the most memorable performances in White House history was Marian Anderson’s rendition of Schubert’s "Ave Maria" culminating a gala "Evening of American Music" presented by Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt in 1939 for the entertainment of their royal guests. 
· The king and queen visited the Roosevelts’ home in Hyde Park, NY, and Mrs. Roosevelt served them hot dogs, cooked outside, picnic-style. 
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