 

Day 80:

Senate Votes For Failure In Iraq

On Day 80 And Counting Since President Bush Submitted Emergency Supplemental Funding Request, Senate Democrats Ignore The Commanding General They Unanimously Confirmed

"Eighty days after President Bush submitted his troop funding bill, the Senate has joined the House in passing defeatist legislation that insists on a date for surrender, micromanages our commanders and generals in combat zones from 6,000 miles away, and adds billions of dollars in spending unrelated to the fighting on the ground.  I just spoke to the President in the Oval Office, and as he's said he would for weeks, the President will veto this legislation, and he looks forward to working with Congressional leaders to craft a bill that he can sign.  It is amazing that legislation urgently needed to fund our troops took 80 days to make its way around the Capitol, but that's where we are."

– White House Deputy Press Secretary Dana Perino, 4/26/07
Senate Democrats Ignore The Commanding General They Unanimously Confirmed

In January, Senate Democrats voted unanimously to confirm General Petraeus.  Today, Senate Democrats voted against Gen. Petraeus' plan without giving it a chance to work.  

         Today, Gen. Petraeus said: "And I again note that we are really just getting started with the new effort."  (Multi-National Force – Iraq Commander Gen. David Petraeus, Press Briefing, The Pentagon, 4/26/07)
o       Gen. Petraeus also noted: "The situation in Iraq is, in sum, exceedingly complex and very tough. Success will take continued commitment, perseverance and sacrifice, all to make possible an opportunity for the all-important Iraqi political actions that are the key to long-term solutions to Iraq's many problems. Because we are operating in new areas and challenging elements in those areas, this effort may get harder before it gets easier."  (Multi-National Force – Iraq Commander Gen. David Petraeus, Press Briefing, The Pentagon, 4/26/07)
Sen. Reid vs. Gen. Petraeus

Today, Gen. Petraeus said: "As I noted during my confirmation hearing, military action is necessary but not sufficient. We can provide the Iraqis an opportunity but they will have to exploit it."  (Multi-National Force – Iraq Commander Gen. David Petraeus, Press Briefing, The Pentagon, 4/26/07)

         On Tuesday, Sen. Reid said: "We believe that General Petraeus is right, the war cannot be won militarily."  (Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV), News Conference, Washington, DC, 4/24/07)
President Bush: "A Successful Strategy … Requires More Than Just Military Action"

President Bush: "…[T]here has to be political progress and economic progress, along with military progress, in order for [Iraq's] government to succeed."  " (President George W. Bush, Remarks On The War On Terror, East Grand Rapids, MI, 4/20/07)
         "A successful strategy obviously – a successful security strategy in Baghdad requires more than just military action."  (President George W. Bush, Press Conference, The White House, 2/14/07)
