Is it worth waiting in line to try to snag a PlayStation 3, or should you just pick up an Xbox 360? And what about the Wii?
Is the motion-sensitive controller just a gimmick, or is it a good way to play a game?

Availability

Flashy feature

HDTV capability

Big game

The verdict

Sony PlayStation 3

Price: $499 for the core unit with 20 GB memory, $599 for the premium
model with 60 GB memory plus Wi-Fi networking capability and

built-in smart-card readers

Will be very hard to find because of manufacturing
difficulties.If you're not already on a list, prepare

to wait (or pay a fortune on eBay).

Until software companies figure out the tricks

for making games for this high-powered machine,
its most desirable feature will be its capability to

play movie disks in the Blu-ray format.

Stand-alone Blu-ray players cost more than $900.

Yes (up to 1080p)

Too early to tell

Avoid the crowds and wait to buy this
one later: The games need a while to get better.

Microsoft Xbox 360
Price: $299 for the core system or $399 for a
unit with a 20 GB hard drive

After some shortages when it launched
last year, the 360 is easy to find now.

The Xbox Live online service has became a
model of what video game consoles can do
connected to the Web. In addition to
connecting with other players around the
world, you can download new features to
favorite games.

Yes (up to 1080i). But to play HD DVD
movie disks, you have to buy a
$200 attachment.

The fantasy game Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion
was the early hit, but the recently released
Gears of War is phenomenal.

While it's definitely fun, the Xbox 360
hasn’t exactly made the most of its
yearlong head start. And where is Halo 3?

Nintendo Wii
Price: $250

While everyone hunts for PS3s, the Wii
most likely will be easy to find on shelves.

The Wii Remote’s motion-sensitive controller
is the most buzzed-about technology in the
gaming world right now. It gets you off

the couch and more “into” the game.

The buzz was so strong that Sony

decided to add motion sensitivity

to its PS3 controllers.

No

That puckish crusader Link is back
in The Legend of Zelda: Twilight Princess.
This time, he can turn into a wolf!

A relative bargain and loads of fun
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