MY EELTOW AMERICANS

THREE DAYS from now, %,
after half a century in the service
of our country, | shall lay down
the responsibilities of uffinaqif,
in traditional and solemn ceremony,

the authority of the Presidency

is vested in my successor.
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THIS EVENING | come to you
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with a message of léava-taking
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and farewell, and to share
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a few final thoughts with you,

my countrymen.
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IN THE COUNCILS of government,

we must guard against the acquisition
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of unwarranted influence,

whether sought or unsought,

by the militarz-industrinl complex.

The potential for the disastrous

rise of misplaced power

exists and will persist.
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WE MUST NEVER let the weight
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of this combination endanger

our liberties or democratic processes.
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We should take nothing for granted.
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