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RECOMMENDATION FOR ASSISTANCE TO GREECE AND
TURKEY

ADDRESS
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNTTED STATES

LPELITERED

BEFORE A JOINT SESSION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, RECOMMENDING ASSISTANCE TO OREECE
AXD TURKEY

Mamcu 12, 147 —Referred to the Committee on Forelgn Affsirs, and ordered
to b printed

Mi. Presipest, Mn. Seeaxen, Memnenrs or ne Coxaness oF Tug
Uwiten Startes:

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today
necessitates my appearnnce before a joint session of the Congress,

The foreign policy and the national security of this eountry are
mvolved.

One aspoct of the present situation, which 1 wish to present to you
ab this time for your consideration and decision, concerns Greece and

Turkey.

- The United States has received from the Greek Government an
urgent appeal for financial and cconomic assistance, Preliminary
reports from the Ameriean Economie Mission now in Greece and
reports from the American Ambassador in Greece corroborate the
statement of the Greek Government that sssistance is imperative if
Gireece is to survive as a free nation.

I do not believe that the American people and the Congress wish to
turn & deal ear to the appeal of the Greek Government.

Greece is not o rich country. Lack of aufficient natural resources
has always foreed the Groek people to work hard to make both ends
meet.  Since 1940, this industrious and peace-loving countey has
suffered invasion, 4 years of cruel enemy occupation, and bitter
internal strifie.

When forces of liberation entered E‘L‘ﬁew they found that the
retreating Germans had destroyed virtually all the railways, roads,
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considerntion the maximum amount of reliel assistance which would
be furnighed to Greees out of the $350,000,000 whi:.-.h I recently re-
quested that the Congress authorize for the prevention of starvation
and suffering in countries devastated by the war. : ;

In addition to fumls, 1 ask the Congress to authorize the detail of
American civilian and mifitary personnel to Greece aml Turkey, at
the request of those countrics, to nssist in the tasks of reconstruction,
and for the purpose of supervising the use of such financial and
muterial assistance as may be furnishel. 1 recommend that authority
also be provided for the instruetion and training of selected Greek and
Turkish personnel.

Finally, 1 ask that the Congress provide anthority which will permit
the specdiest and most effective use, in terms of needsd commodities,
anppliea, and equipment, of such funds as may be authorized.

ﬂJl'urmEr funds, or further authority, should be needed for purposes
indicated in this m . I shall not hesitate to bring the situstion
before the Cor . On thia subjeet the excoutive and legislative
branches of the Government must work together,

This s & serious course upon which we embark,

I would not recommend it exeept that the alternative is much more
SOTIILS.

The United States contributed $341 000,000,000 toward 'ﬁ‘innirﬁ
World War II. This is an investment in world freedom and worl

oo,
5 The assistance that 1 am recommending for Greece and Turkey
pmounts to little more than one-tenth of 1 percent of this investment,
It is only common sense that we should safeguard this investment
and make sure that it was not in vain.

The seeds of lnuliluhu.ggimm are nutured by misory and want.
They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife.  They
rm[-_:i their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has
diwd.

Wie must keep that hope alive. ) byt

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining
their freedoms,

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the
world—and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our own Nation.

Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift move-
ment of evends. : R

I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities
aquarely.

Tae Wurre Hovsx, March 12, 1847,
O

Hanny 5. TroMmax,



