TO THE COBORESS OF THE UNITED STATES:

I address you, the Mesbers of the Seventy-Seventh
Congress; st & moment anprecedented in the history of the
Tnlon: I ues the word "unprecsdsnted®, becauss at no pre=
viows time has Amerlesn securlty been &3 seriouwsly threatsned
from without as it is today.

Bince the porsanent formilon of our goversssnt
under the Comstitutlon, in 1780, mcat of the perlads of
crisis in our history hove related to our domsstis affairs.
Fortomabtaly, onoly one of these — the four year War Detweasn
tha States — sver threatsosd cwr mational unity. Today,
thank Ocd, ome hundred snd thirty =illion imericens, in forty-
#ight States, have forgotten pointa of the cozmpass in our
naticnal wndty.

It is true that prior to 1914 the Dnited States
oftan had bean disturbed by eventa in other Continents. Wa
hasl aven engaged in two wars with Europesn natioos and in &
mmsber of wdsclared wars in the West Indiss, in the Meditervaneas
and in ths Pacdfic for the maintsnance of Assrican rights acd
for the prinsiplss of posceful commerce. In no oase, however,
had & serious threat besn raised againet our matiopsl safety
er our indapendence.

What I seek to coumvey is the histaric truth that
the United States as & mation bas at all tlses maintalned
oppeaitlon to amy attespt to lock ws in behlnd sn anciemt
Chinese wall wile the prossssion of olvilization went past.






