Sintp-ifth Congress of the Tnitcd Stades of America;
Al the Tirst Session,

Begun and held st the Chy of Wabdngton on Momday, ihe seooml day of Aprl,
o Uhinmmsd nine hawired anl svenbers,

JOINT RESOLUTION

Dieclaring that s sinte of war exisis botween the Impetial German Guvemanenl
and the Gevernment and the people of the United States snd making

provigon to proseeute ihe same,

Sk — SR SRR ——

Wheross the Imperial Gorman Govermuent has committed repeatod uets o
war agaimsd the CGovernment snd tho poople of the Umited States al
America: Therelor ba it

Resloed by the Senate and [owse of Repeesenbbives aof the Fmitral Khiles
of Amerion in Congres assembled, That the state of war betwest thie 1Tnite
Ainies aned the Imperinl Gorman Covernment which has thas been thriisd pon
the United States is herehy farmally declared ; and that tho Preskdont be, suil
e & henehy, authorieed and direoted o employ tho smtimn raval apd militars
frces of tho Tiaited States aned the prsourres of ik Ulovermisenl Lo earry o Wal
agral nst i I"l-'-'ﬁul (orman Govermment ; ael 16 brimg ithe conflict ta a
siperessful h."l'lﬂl'ﬂll.nh all ol the resopees of e comaniry sie herehy pledzsl by

the Congress of th United States :
. 1
{ l"_ln\_.['-.1-1 r-' | A L

Speaker of the Houm of Beprosninfioes,
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Gexteemex or e Coxcuess:

o 1 have ealled the {_Tm:lgﬁ into extraordinary session becanse there

are serions, very serious, choices of policy to be made, and made
immediately, which it was neither right nor constitutionally permis-
gible that I should assome the responsibility of making. ;

On the third of February last T officially Inid before you the
extraondinary anbouncement of the Imperinl German Government
that on and after the first day of February it was its purpoese to

put pside all restraints of law o of humanity and nee its =ub-

marines to sink every vessel that sought to approach either the ports
of Great Dritnin and Treland or the western ecasis of Burope or
any of the ports controlled by the enemies of Germany within the
Mediterranean, That had scemed to be the object of the German
submarine warfare sarlier in the war, but sinee April of lnst year
the Tmperial Government had somewhat restroined the commanders
of its undersea craft in conformity with its promise then given to
its that passenger boats shoulil not be sunk and that due warning
would be given to all other vessels which its sybmavines might seek
to destroy, when no resistunce was offered or escape attempted, and
care taken that their crews were given at least a fair chance to save
their lives in their open boats. The precautions taken were meagre
and haphazard enough, as was proved in distressing instance after
instance in the progress of the eruel and unmanly business, but a
certain degree of restraint was observed.  The new policy hios swept
every restriction aside.  Vessels of every kind, whatever their flag,
their chareter, their cargo, their destination, their errand, have been
ruthlessly sent to the bottom without warning and without thought’
of help or merey for these on board, the vessels of friendly neutrals
along with those of belligerents, Even hospital ghips and ships
carrying relief to the sorely berenved and stricken people of Bel-
gitim, though the latter were provided with safe ﬂ:!bnrlm:t through -
the proseribed areas by the Crerman H”"""mn?’“t itself aud were
distinguished by unmistalnble marks of identity, I.-'":u been. sunk
with the sime |I1.'t1r|r,~r.-i lack of tompnssion or of principle. |
T was for o little while unable to believe that such things woukd in
fact be done by any government that had hitherte subscribed to the



