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lously avoiding wrongloing itself, to repel any wrong, amd in
exceptional cases to take action which ia a mere sdvanced
stage of international relations woald come under the head of the
excrcise of the intermational palice. A great free people owes it to
itself nmed to all mankind oot to sink iote helplessness before the
porwers of evill,

We are in every way endeavoring to help on, with cordinl good
wl'l]..n-:rl.' miovernent which will beiwl Hbl'ill: 155 into more Irimﬂ'l:'
relaitons with the rest of mankind, In pursnance of this policy 1

shall shortly lay before the Senate treaties of arbi-
Aabiination ireaties.  tration with all powers which are willing to enter

into these treaties with ue, It i pot possible ot
this period of the world's development to agree to arbitrate all
piatters, biat there are many matters of possible difference belween
us and other natbons which cam be thos arbitated, Furthennore,
at the request of the Interparliamentary Union, an eminent body

composed of prctical statesmen from all countries,
Second Hopse 1 have asked the Powers to join with this Govern-

ment in a second Hagme conference, at which it is
hoped that the work already so happily begun at The Hague may
be earried some steps further towant completion. This carries out
the desire expressed by the frst Hagnae conference itself,

It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or
cnlerining any projects s regards the other nations of the Western
Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare. All that this

country dedres s to see the neighboring conntries

Humiphess. whose people conduct themselves well can count

upon our hearty fricndship, I a nation shows
that it knows how to act with rensonable efficiency and decency in
social and political matters, if it keeps onder and pays its obligntions,
it need fear no interference from the United States.  Chronic wrong-
doing, or an fmpotence which resalts in a genem] lomsening af the
ties of civilized society, may in Americn, as chewhere, nltinately
require intervention by some civilized nation, and in the Western
Hemisphere the sdberence of the United States to the Monroe Doc-
trine moy force te United States, however reluctantly, in fagrant
coses of such wiongdokng or impotence, to the exercise of an inter-
mational police power. I every country washed by the Caribbean
Sea wonld show the progress in stable and just civilization which
with the abd of the Platt amendment Coba has shown since our
troogs left the island, and which so many of the republics in both
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against oppression, and if thelr real wants, material and spiritual,
are studlied intelligently and in a spirit of idcsdly syuspathy, moch
more good will be done them than by any effort to give them politi-
enl power, thoogh this effon may it fs own proper time and place
b proper enoagh.

Meanwhile onr own people shonld remember that there is need
for the highest standand of conduct among the Americans sent
to the Philippine Islands, not only among the public servants but
amang the private individoals who go to them. Tt is becnuse T feel
this so deeply that in the sdministmtion of these istands 1 have
pesitively tefused to permit any discrimination whatsoever for
political reasoms and have insisted that in choosing the public
scrvants consideration should be paid solely to the worth of the
men chosen and to the teeds of the Blmds.  There is no higher
body of men in our pablic service than we have in the FPhilip-
pine Islands ander Governor Wright and his sssocistes. 8o fur as
possible these men shonbl be given a free hand, and their supres
tom slionld receive the hearty backing both of the Executive
and of the Congress. There is need of a vigilant and disintercsted
spport of our public servants in the Philippines by good citizens
here in the Uniied States.  Unfortunately hitherio those of onr
people hete at howe who bave specially claimed to be the cham-
plons of the Filipinos have in reality been their wonst enemries.
This will continne o be the case as long as they sirive to make the
Filipinos independent, and stop all industrial developanent of the
islands by erving out against the laws which wourld bring it on the
ool teal enpitalists moast oot “exploit™ the islands.  Such pro-
ceelings are not only mnwise, bt are nacst harmful to the Filipinos,
who do not necd independence ot all, but who do peed good laws,
go! pullic servants, and the industrinl development that can only
come i the bivestment of American angd forcipn capital in the
iabands is favored in all legitimate ways,

BEvery measnre taken concerning the islands shonld be taken pri-
marily with a view to their adwnntage.  We shoold certainly pive
them lower tariff mies on their exports to the United States; if this
is not dome it will be o wroog to extend our shipping laws to them.
1 carnestly hope for the immediate enasctment into law of the legis
lation now pending to encoumge American capital to seek fnvests
ment in the islaowis in milrosds, in faciones, in plantations, and in
Iembering and miwing,

Tur Wmre House,
Lecewrber &, 1pof.



